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Registration Form

This form is for use In nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See insiructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A) Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the Information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enler *N/A” for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional enfries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-9000a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to comptete all items.

1. Name of Property

Historic name Virginia School District #33
Other name/site number _ Missionary Baptist Church /091-0000-0724

2. Location
Street & number 7301 Mize Road 1 not for publication
City or fown Shawnee (3 vicinity
State Kansas Code K8 County Johnson Code 091 Zip code 66227

3. State/Federal Agency Certiflcation

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this D<) nomination
[ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
<] meets [ does not mest the National Register criteria. | recommend that this properly be considered significant

tiohally [ statewide B< locally. ([ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

=D sodbe DSHPD AN,

Signature of cedih@g}ofﬂciauﬁtle Date
Kansas State Historical Soclety

Stale or Federal agency and hureau

In my opinion, the property {_] meats [] does not meet the National Register criteria. {[1 5ee continuation sheet for additioral
Comments.)

Signature of commenting official /Title Dale

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, National Park Service Certification

}herby certify that the property is Signature of ithe Keeper Date of Acticn

™1 entered in the National Register.
[ See continuation sheet.
T determined efigible for the Nationat
Register
{1 See continuation sheel.
{7 determined not eligible for the
National Register
£ 1 removed from the National
Register
{1 other, {explain:)




Virginia School District #33

Johnson Co., Kansas

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
{Check as many boxes as apply} {Check cnly one box) {Do not include previousty listed resources in the count.)

[ private building(s)

[ public-local ] district

[ public-State [ site

[ public-Federal [ ] strusture
[ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "NJA" If properly Is not pari of a mulfiple property fisting.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objecls
1 fotal

Number of coniributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A 3
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functlons

(Enter Categories from instructions)

Educafion: School

{Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/Not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{Enter categories from instructions)

Other: rectangle, gable roof

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation: Congcrete

Walls: Wood: Weatherboard

Narrative Description

Roof: Wood: Shingle

Other: Brick

{Describe the historie and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheels.)



Virginia School District #33

Name of Property

Johnson Co., Kansas

County and Stale

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register

B3 A Property Is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patfems of cur
history

1 B Property is associated with the fives of persons
significant in our past.

B3 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a typs, period, or method of construction or
reprasents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishabls entily whose components fack
individual distincton.

1 D Property has yielded, or likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or histosy.

Criteria Considerations
{iviark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property Is:

{1 A owned by a refigious institution or used for
religious purposes.

Xl B removed from it original location.

{}c atirhplacs or grave,

{"}D acemelery.

[T} E areconstructed building, objest, or structure.

[} F acommemorative propsrty.

] 6 1ess than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
{Explain the significance of the properly on one or more
continuation sheefs.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions}

Architeciure

Education

Period of Significance

1878-1953

Significant Dates
1878

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterian B is marked above}

NIA

Cultural Affiliation

NIA

Architect/Builder

Unknown

9, Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual fisting (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I previously listed in the Nafional Register

{71 previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ designated a Nalicnal Historic Landmark
[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

{1 recorded by Historic American Enginesring
Record #

Primary location of atditional data:
1 State Historic Preservation Office
[ Other State agency
1 Federal agency
1 Local government
3 Universily
] Other

Name of repository:

Monticello Community Historical Society




Virginia School District #33 Johnson Co., Kansas

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Properfy  Less than one

UTM References 3
(Place additional UTM references on a conlinuation sheet.) ’ I | | l
i
Zons Easting Nerthing
1]s als|7]ofsfo| [4[3|t]sjols6fo] 4
Zone Easting Northing
2 | [ 1| 1 i
| P4 I I
[ Ses continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a confinuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were sefected on a continuation sheet.)
1. Form Prepared By
Nameftitle Cynthia Ashby; Edited by KSHS staff
Organization Monticello Communtty Historical Society Date March 3, 2006
Streef & number PO Box 860283 Telephone  913-441-2871
City or town Shawnge State  KS Zip code £6286-0283

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional ifems

{Check with SHPG or FPO for any addiional ifems)

Property Owner
Name Dennis Hithouse
Strest & number 26525 West 77" Street Telephons
City or town Shawnee State KS Zipcode 66227

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applizations fo the National Reglster of Historic Places to nominate propaties for listing or
determine eligibiity for listing, fo list proparties, and to amend existing Jistings. Response to this requast s required to obtaln a benefit in accordance with the National Historic

Preservation Act, as amended {16) U.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimale er any aspect of this form te the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Papervwork Reducticns Projects {1024-0018),

Washington, DC 20503
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RELOCATION APPROVAL

Constructed ¢, 1877, the Virginia School District # 33 is a one-story, frame school building covered with
a metal-clad, gable roof. A small wood bell tower, also covered with a galvanized metal gable roof rises
from the vestibule’s roof, Listed in the National Register of Historic Places on 5/19/2004, the school is
located at the northwest corner of 71 Street and Clare Road within the city limits of Shawnee in
Johnson County. The land the school is sited upon has recently been placed under a contract to be sold
for development, and the Virginia School will either be removed or demolished. The Monticello
Community Historical Society, Dennis Hillhouse (the current owner of the school), the DeSoto School
District, and the City of Shawnee worked together to find a solution to save the school. They are
proposing moving the school approximately 1.5 miles southwest of the current location to a site on the
grounds of Mize Elementary School at 7301 Mize Road. The topography is the same and the school
would be oriented in the same direction (facing south). The two-door outhouse will be demolished.

Relocation Plan

The Virginia School is being moved to save it from demolition. Three parties — the Monticello
Community Historical Society, the DeSoto School District, and the City of Shawnee — are committed to
saving the school and putting it fo use as a teaching tool at its new location. The decisjon to move,
(rather than demolish) the school came, in part, because the building is intact and in good condition.

The loss of integrity will be almost exclusively to the environs. While efforts are being made to site the
school nearby and orient it in the same direction, it will lose its original smroundings — including the
outhouse. The new site includes open space and a tree line that will help convey the original rural
setting, It is anticipated that the only loss of integrity of materials will be the limestone foundation. The
stones will not be relocated, and the school will instead be situated upon a concrete slab foundation.

Prior to the move, the brick chimney will be taken down to prevent collapse. It will be rebuilt in the
same dimensions probably using replacement brick. The current chimney is painted and has some
damaged bricks. It has been determined that the structural system of the school building is 2
combination of wood frame and heavy timber post-and-beam construction. The structure will be raised
off its original limestone foundation and supported on a three-point unified jacking system and moved
on pneumatic tire hydraulic dollies. During the moving process, an examination of the structural system
will be made to determine if any repairs shall be made before the building is placed on ifs new concrete
foundation.

The Monticello Community Historical Society has received a significant grant from Johnson County to
restore and furnish the school building. Plans include replacing the metal roof with a more historically
accurate wood shingle roof, painting the exterior, reglazing and repairing the windows, refinishing the
wood floors, and restoring the walls and wainscoting. All work will be done to presetve the integrity of
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the structure’s original materials. The site will include a concrete pad surrounding the entrance and a
single step into the building. The building will be accessible to the public at designated times, at the
discretion of the DeSoto School District. The district intends to use the Virginia School as a Kansas
history-teaching tool for their elementary school students, The historical society will pattner with the
district to provide historical inferpretation.

Archeological Review of Proposed New Site

The Kansas State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed its cultural resources files for the arca
proposed for relocation of the Virginia School District #33 Building in accordance with 36 CFR 800.
The proposed new location is sitvated northeast of De Soto in northern Johnson County. It lies on a
slope overlooking the west side of Clear Creek, a perennial tributary of the Kansas River, The proposed
location is approximately ¥4 mile west of the creek in an area, which possesses low potential for
archeological sites. The proposed school building relocation project should therefore have no effect on
properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places or otherwise identified in our files, This
office has no objection to implementation of the project.
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CRITERIA CONSIDERATION B

The proposed new location for the Virginia School District #33 building meets the requirements of
Criteria Consideration B. Under Criterion C, all of the significant architectural features will be retained,
and the site is within close proximity with similar topography to the original location,

The Virginia School District #33 was also originally nominated under Criterion A for its association
with early education efforts in Johnson County. As the only surviving building associated with the
history of the Virginia School District #33, the proposed new location meets the requirements of Criteria
Consideration B for historical associations as well.

This building was the only schoolhouse in Virginia School District 33. All children in District 33
received their education in this one room school from 1878 to 1962. Hundreds of children completed
eight grades in this one room, having received a quality education in all basic required courses. The
building is the only surviving resource in the history of education for this specific area of Johnson
County. In addition to serving as a school, it was a community building, used for church services,
Sunday School, a lyceum program, and various other gatherings.

The proposed new location is well within the original boundaries of the Virginia School District #33
when it was organized in 1865. The first school building for the district was actually located one-half
mile east of the present school. That school building was sold and moved to a nearby farm when the
current building was constructed c. 1877.

There is also an interesting tie between the Virginia School and the new Mize Elementary School where
the proposed new site is located. In 1875, C. J. and Sarah Mize deeded one acre to School District 33
for the current Virginia School District #33 building, Records show the Mize family, some of the
township’s earliest settlers, was dedicated to educating the children of the community. Children of the
Mize family attended the Virginia School for several generations, including Isabel Mize Golden and
Maxine Mize Renner in the 1920s. In 2000, when the DeSoto School District built their new elementary
school at 7301 Mize Road, it was built on property seitled by the original C.J. Mize family and named
for the two previously mentioned Mize sisters, who still reside in the area.



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Virginia School District #33

Section number _11  Page _5 Johnson Co., Kansas

Photographs

The following information is consistent for all photographs:

1) Virginia School District #33
2) Johnson Co., Kansas

3) Photograph by P. Zollner

4y April, 2005

5) Negative on file at KSHS

The following information is specific to each photograph:

Photo # Description of View

1. View of proposed new location from the south,
2. View of proposed new location from the north.
3 View of proposed new location from the east,
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Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See insteuctions in How to Complete ihe Naiional
Register of Histeric Places Registration Form {National Register Bulletin 16A) Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by enlering
the information requested. if an item does nol apply to the property being documented, enter "NJA” {or "not applicable.” For funclions, architectueal
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only calegories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional enties and narative
items on continuation sheets {NPS Form 10-8000a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

Historic name Virginia School District #33
Other name/site number _Missionary Baptist Church

2, Location

Street & number 71t Street and Clare Road not for publication
City or town Shawnee _ (3 vicinity
Stale Kansas Code KS County Johnson Code 091 Zip code 66227

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the destgnated autherily under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certity that this DX nomination
[ request for determination of eligibitily meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
{5} meets [] does not meet the National Register criferia. | recommend that this proparty be considered significant
(3 nationally [ statewide B .;02 {1 See continuation sheet for addifional comments.)

7

& J D2 % Aprit 2, 2004

Signature of certifying official/Title Dale
Kansas Stale Historical Society

Slate or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property {3 meets [_] does not meel the Nationa’ Register criteria. {1 See continuation shest for additional
Commenis.)

Signature of commenting officiai /Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, National Parx Service Certification

| herby certily that the preperty is Signature of the Keaepar Dale of Action

[ entered in the National Register.
[ See conlinuation shest,
{1 determired eligible for the Nationat
Register
{1 See cantinuation sheet,
[ determined not eligible for the
National Register
{1 removed from the Mationad
Register
{1 other, {explain:)




Virginia School District #33
Name of property

L

Johnson County, KS
County and State

5. Classlfication

Ovmership of Property

Category of Property
{Check as many boxes as apply}

{Check only cne box)

private building(s)

7] publiclocal {1 district

(] public-State {Tsite

[ public-Federat {} stouciure
3 object

Nama of related multiple property listing
(Ender "NIA™ if properly is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of Resources within Property
{Do notinclude previcusly listed resources in the count.)

Contriputing MNoncontributing
2 buildings
sites
1 structures
: objecis
3 ' total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the Natlonat Register

NIA 0
6, Function or Use
Historle Functions Cuirent Functions

{Enter Categories from Instasctions)

Education: school

{Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/ Not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{Enter categeries from instructions)

Other: rectangle, gable roof

Materials
{Enter categories from insiructions)

foundation Stone: Limestone; Concrele

walls Wood: Weatherboard

Narrative Description

roof Msatal: galvanized steel

other

{Describe the histeric and current condilion of the property on one or more conlinuation sheats.)



Name of Property  Virginia School

County and State

Johnson County, Kansas

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Reglster Criteria
{Mark *X" In: one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
prepeny for Nafonal Register

A Property Is assoclated with events that have made a
significant contribulion fo the broad patterns of eur
history

{1 B Properly is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

{4 € Property embadies the distinctive characteristics
of a fype, period, or method of construction or
represenis the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individuat distinction.

{1 D Property has yielded, or likely fo yleld,
informtation important in prenistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all tke boxes that apply.}

Property is:

] Aownedbya religlous institution or used for
refigious purposes.

71 B removad from i originaiocation.

{73 ¢ abirhptacs or grave,

[M D acematery.

(] E areconstructed buikiing, object, of structure.

[ F a commemorative property.

7] G less than 50 years of age o achieved significance

within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
{Explain the significance of the propery on one o more
contineation sheets.}

Areas of Significance
{Enter categories from instructions)

Architectyre

Education

Period of Significance

18781953

Significant Dates

1878

Significant Persen
{Complete if Criterion B is marked above]}

NA

Cultural Affitiation

NIA

Architect/Builder

NIA

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

{Cite the books, articles, and other seurces used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Pravious documentation on file (NPS):  Primary location of additional data:

7 prefiminary determination of individual lising {36 CFR 67}
has been requested
[ Praviously listed in the National Register
1 previously determined eligible by the National Register
[designated a National Historic Landmark
] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[] State Historic Preservation Office
T Other Stale agency
] Federa! agency
{1 Local government
{1 Universily
{53 Other
Name of repositery:

Monticelio Community Historical Sociely




Name of Property  Virglnia School County andg State  Johnson County, Kansas

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1 acre

UTM References
{Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
1

3
1]s 313(7]8|8}0 a]3]1|8|2}6]0 | | ] | |
2Zona Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
4
| P [ | || I | l [ 1]

[ See tontinuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selecled on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
Cynthia Ashby, Member Bertha Cameron, Board Member, 6390 Mize Rd. Shawnee, KS 66226
Namettitle ‘
Organization Monticello Community Hislorical Sociely Date May 13, 2003
Street & number PO Box 860283 Telephone  913-441-2871
Cityortown - Shawnes  State  KS Zip code 66286-0283

Additional Documentaticn

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map {7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properlies having large acreage or numMersus resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the propearty.
Additional items

{Check with SHPO or FPO for any addilional ilems)

Property Owner
name Mr. Dennis Hillhouse
street & number 26525 West 77 Slrest telephone
cily or town Shawnee slate Kansas zip code 66227

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being callected for applications fo the National Register of Historic Places {o nominaie properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, 1o list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is reguired to obtain & benefit in accordance with the National Historic

Presesvatlon Act, as amended {16) U.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public repoiting burden for this form is estimated 1o average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Senvices
Division, National Park Sewvice, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DG 20013-7127; and he Office of Management and Budget, Papeswark Reductions Projects (1024-0018),

Washington, DC 20503
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Virginia School (c. 1877) is located at 71% Street and Clare Road within the city limits of
Shawnee in Johnson County, Kansas. The building stands on a 208 foot by 208 foot lot in
the southeast corner of SE1/4, SE1/4, Sec. 17, T. 12, R. 23. Bounded by 71% Street to the
south and Clare Road on the east, a woven wire fence bounds the property to the west and
a brome pasture on the north. Blacktop streets run along the east and south sides of the
property.

A cistern stands at the southwest corner of the building. A two-door outhouse stands on
the northeast corner of the property.

The one-story, gabled roofed frame building sits on a rock and masonry cement foundation.
The school maintains a southern fagade orientation, measuring approximately 31 feet east
to west and 45 feet north to south. A 7 foot, 11 inch by 11 foot, 5 inch vestibule projects
from the southern fagade.

The r.ectangu!ar school is surmounted by a galvanized metal gable roof. A small wooden
bell tower, covered with a galvanized metal gable roof rises from the vestibule's roof. The
vestibule was added in the early 1900s. A new foundation was poured in 1977,

Three, 4/4 double-hung, wooden sash windows fenestrate the east and west sides of the
building. A brick chimney rises on the west side of the building.

Two double-hung windows flank the vestibule’s enfry door. An aluminum storm door
stands in place of the original wooden door. Tongue and groove siding finishes the
vestibule's walls and ceiling, an oak floor provides a solidly well-worn platform within the
entryway. Original coat hooks and lunch shelves line the vestibule’s east wall. A five-panel
wooden door leads from the vestibule into the classroom. The original glass transom over
the classroom door has been replaced with wood.

The classroom measures 23 feet, 1 inch by 32 feet, 1 inch. The interior walls are wood lath
and plaster, tongue and groove wainscoting accents the walls. The wainscoting measures
28 inches high and is capped with a chair rail.  Oak floors are used in the classroom
space. A seven inch raised stage is located across the north end of the room. A double
door wooden cupboard with shelves projects from the south wall, on west side of the entry
door. The flue for the stove-pipe rises along the west wall, connecting to the brick chimney
on the roof above.
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A small propane furnace enclosed in wood panéling stands in the northwest corner of the
room. A small air conditioner has been installed in the south wall on the east side of the
entry door.

The original wood lath and plaster ceiling has been replaced with sheet rock. Six
rectangular florescent light fixtures hang from the ceiling.

The Virginia School closed at the end of the 1862 school year. When the school closed in
1962 the land reverted back to the landowner. The building was purchased by the
landowner and was used as a church until the fall of 1999, when the property was sold to
the current owner. Although the building is now vacant it still maintains a high degree of
exterior and interior architectural integrity typical of a rural one-room school.
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The Virginia School (c. 1877} is being nominated to the National Register under criteria A
and C for its historical association with education in Johnson County, Kansas, and for its
architectural significance as a one-room schoolhouse, The Virginia Schoolhouse served
Johnson County School District Number 33 from its completion in the fall of 1877 unti
1962, when unification forced its closing.

Virginia School exemplifies the prototypical, one-room country schoolhouse in its form and
desigh. The one-story, front-gabled schoolhouse is typical of the one-room prairie
schoolhouses constructed in rural Kansas during the last half of the nineteenth century. A
vestibule capped by a small cupola projects from the building’s fagade. The large, 4/4
double hung windows provided much needed breezes to cool the classroom. During cold
weather, it was heated with coal. :

The school represents one of many one-room schoolhouses that were constructed every
three miles or so in each township. These schools were funded with public money and
usually stood on an acre of land donated by a farmer. Until consolidation forced the
closure of many of Kansas’ one-room schools in the 1950s and 1960s, Kansas children
learned their ABCs and algebra in small groups taught by only one teacher.

School District Number 33 was organized in 1865. District Number 33 was supervised by
the Johnson County School Superintendent and an elected school board. The first school
building was located one half mile east of the present Virginia School. The 1874 Monticello
Township map shows the 1865 school was located on Henry Mize property. The 1865
schoolhouse was sold when the new 1878 school was built and moved to a nearby farm.

In 1875 C. J. and Sarah Mize deeded one-acre to school district #33 for a new school.
Records show the Mize family, some of the township’s earliest settlers, were dedicated to
educating children of the community. The schoolhouse was erected in the fall of 1877 with
the first school term beginning January 1878,

In 1878 the area surrounding the school was a rural farm community. No village or
incorporated town existed within approximately three miles of the school. The closest small
towns of Wilder and Monticello were located north and east of Virginia School.

In 1878 average monthly salary for teachers in Johnson County was $37.40 per month for
male teachers and $21.88 per month for female teachers. All schools in Johnson County
held seven or nine month school terms in 1878. The first term in the new Virginia School
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began January 1878 and closed the week of March 21, 1878, making the 1877-1878
school year a seven-month school. '

Christian (Chris) Wagner helped build the Virginia School in the fall of 1877. Four children
of Chris and Mary Jane Wagner, early Monticello area setilers, atiended the school in
1898. Twenty-seven students were enrolled in Virginia School in 1898. School was taught
by Mattie Hoy, a 21 year old who had attended school district #42, about two-and-one-half
miles north of Virginia. One of these Wagner children, Harry, taught at Virginia School in
the early 1900s. Harry married in 1810, went into the mercantile business and died in
1912,

In addition to the regular school curriculum, Virginia School provided a location for other
activities, In 1878 Louis A. Gleason conducted a writing school at the building. Church
services and Sunday school were held at the school. The community enjoyed debates and
programs through a lyceum program that was held at the new school.

The early twentieth century witnessed the growth of the school community. After 1900
school enrollment averaged around 30 students a year, rising to as many as 57 pupils in
1920. However, enroliment dropped markedly during the Depression years of 1929 to
1933, sometimes to as few as 10 students. After World War 1l the enrollment began to
climb, necessitating the construction of a second building in 1954. School records for 1917
show the district used the Standard Kansas State Series of textbooks.

Forty-six students were enrolled at Virginia School in 1921, the teacher’s salary was $140 a
month for the eight-month term. Ada Barth was one of 26 female students enrolled at the
school in 1921, their ages ranging from 7 to 20 years. Ada’s father, William G. Barth served
as School Board Clerk in 1921. Later, her brother Bill Barth, served as the last School
Board Clerk in 1962, .

Ada Barth taught at the school from 1933 to 1937, when, according to her family she
stopped teaching to get married. During the 1930s and 1940s students used the Bobb's
Merrill Primer and Readers; the classroom contained a large world map that pulled down
from the ceiling in front of the blackboards and the globe that hung from the ceiling.

As many as three and four generations of the same families aftended schooi as students,
taught as teachers and served on the various school boards. Members of these same
families still live in the community, as close as one-half mile from the schoolhouse:
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Virginia School continued to be the center of school and community activities during the
1940s and 1950s. The school provided opportunities for socializing and cultural
exchanges. The annual Mother's Day Teas held in the 1950s were planned and organized
by the children and supported one hundred percent. Even working mothers took time off to
attend.

The community rallied to provide anything needed by the school. An active Mothers Club
was organized in the late 1940s for organized activities including fund raising for
improvements fo the school. The school was upgraded with electric lights replacing
kerosene lights, a cistern with water pump replacing the old well. An oil-burning furnace
replaced the wood and coal-burning stove.

Because of increased aftendance a second separate building was built west of the 1877
schoolhouse in 1954. Grades 5 through 8 attended the old building and grades 1 through 4
attended the new building. With the construction of the second building, the school board
hire two teachers, one for each building. Ruth Lynn, teacher and later principal of the two
schools, taught from 1955 to 1962, when the school closed.

The school continued to be directed by the local school board and Johnson County School
Superintendent until closure in 1962. After the school closed, all equipment was auctioned
including the large bell. At the auction, Ruth Lynn’s husband purchased the bell and
presented it to her as a memenfo of the many years she rang it to call he children fo class.
Ruth, now 91 years old, still has the school bell. The bell had been used as a dinner bell
on the Huston farm, part of the same land parcel the school buildings were located on. The
Huston family had donated the bell to the school district.

In 1962 the one-acre tract reverted to the current landowner as specified in the original
deed. The 1954 school building was sold and removed from the property. The Virginia
School was purchased by the landowner and leased to a local congregation for a church
until 1999 when the property was sold. The building maintains a high degree of
architectural integrity and is currently vacant.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property is located in the S2, E2, SE4, SE4, §17, T12, R23E in Johnson
County, Kansas. The property is bounded to the east by Clare Road, to the south by 71
Street, and to the west and north by adjacent property lines.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary includes the property that is historically associated with the school.
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